TODAY’S TOPICS FOR TEENS
Jenks Avenue Church of Christ 
This series of lessons uses John Crist videos to stimulate the conversation about topics that a related to our everyday life.  
Lesson outline
1. Greet students
2. Introduce topic so that they have a moment to absorb the concept. 
3. Have an opening prayer. Get prayer requests from students.
4. Show the video.
5. Follow the outline to ask probing questions.  Introduce scripture that supports the point. 
6. Allow the students to carry the conversation and use the Socratic method of asking questions based upon where the student leads you. Do not let them go too far off the topic or tell war stories. These lessons are not confessionals.  
7. These lessons usually have more material than you can cover in a daily lesson.  That is okay.  We suggest you write the questions on the dry erase board and attempt to guide the students through the whole lesson, but if you only get part way, the meat is in the first part.
Today’s Lesson: Baby Names
1. What’s in a name?
Genesis 32:28 Then he said, “Your name shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed.”
OT (Old Testament) names are given almost as an adjective about that person or the circumstances of their birth (Read Gen 30:1-24)
A change in name is a change in God's description of you. This usually means God changing your circumstance or some part of your life to fulfill His ultimate plan for you.
In the case of Israel; if you read the subsequent books of the bible you will discover Israel goes through many hardships and even persecution (just look at history in general) and yet throughout all of these hardships; Israel seems to "prevail" by virtue of coming back to God or crying out to God (He who prevails with God).
So, the name change, from "the supplanter" to "May God Prevail" seems appropriate. But this is true for every name change given by God in scripture. More than just a trivial change in what they are called; It is a change in who they are or will become.
Abram means 'Exalted Father', while Abraham means 'Father of Many'. 
According to Easton’s Bible Dictionary, the name Jesus is the Greek form of the Hebrew name Joshua, which was originally Hoshea (Numbers 13:8, Numbers 13:16). Moses changed this version into Jehoshua (Numbers 13:16, 1 Chronicles 7:27 ), or Joshua. Then, after Israel’s exile to Babylon, it assumed the form Jeshua, from which we get the Greek form Jesus. It was given to our Lord to denote the object of his mission, to save (Matthew 1:21).
Christ means anointed. Anointed is the Greek word for the Hebrew "Messiah," which is Jesus’ official title. In the New Testament, this title is linked with Jesus 514 times. Here are a few examples: Acts 17:3, Acts 18:5, Matthew 16:15-16.
This Christ/Anointed/Messiah part of Jesus’ name is significant because of the Old Testament prophesies about the Messiah.
A Messiah was prophesied throughout the Old Testament (Psalm 22, Deuteronomy 18:15-18, Genesis 3:15), specifically calling him anointed in Isaiah 61, Psalm 2:2, Daniel 9:24-26.

2. How do you treat people with different names? Hand out a sheet with names on one side and professions on the other side. Ask your students to draw a line from the name to the profession that they think best fits. Then do a summary of the results.  
Goliath							Comedian
Taylor Swift						Leader of North Korea			
Christ Pratt						Revolutionary War
Herod							Rewrote the bible 
Pontius Pilate						Sings songs
Hercules						Actor who was President
Martin Luther						Actor friend of Groot
George Washington					Businessman who became President
Robert E. Lee						Lost the Civil War
Ronald Reagan					Horrible leader of Judea
Donald Trump						Known for great strength
Kim Jung Un						Sent Jesus to the cross
John Crist						Real big guy killed by David

Questions?
1. How would you treat these people if you met any one of them? Respectfully? Autographs? Ask them 2 questions? Share Christ with them?
2. Would you be intimidated? 
3. What if you met Jesus? 
4. Don’t you know Jesus and haven’t you met him through your faith? Hebrews 11:1. 
5. How many of you would name your child Goliath? Pontius? Barabbas? Herod? Jezebel? Why not? 
6. Did you know that God has called your name? Take the students through this continuation of the study to examine how God has called each one of us, by name, to His purpose.
"Friends, when life gets really difficult, don't jump to the conclusion that God isn't on the job. Instead, be glad that you are in the very thick of what Christ experienced. This is a spiritual refining process, with glory just around the corner."1 Peter 4:12-13
"He takes no pleasure in making life hard, in throwing roadblocks in the way."Lam. 3:33 
1.  GOD USES PROBLEMS TO DIRECT ME
"A person may plan his own journey, but the Lord directs his steps."Pr. 16:9 
"Sometimes it takes a painful experience to make us change our ways."Pr. 20:30 
"I have thought about my life, and I have directed my feet back to Your written instructions."Ps 119:59 
"I am glad ... not because it hurt you but because the pain turned you to God...."2 Cor 7:9 
2.  GOD USES PROBLEMS TO INSPECT ME
"The Lord searches our hearts and examines our deepest motives so He can give to each person his right reward, according to his deeds — how he has lived."Jer. 17:10 
"You (God) inspect them every morning and test them every minute."Job 7:18
"Humans are satisfied with whatever looks good; but God probes for what isgood."Pr. 16:2 
"God led you all the way in the desert these forty years, to humble you and to test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep His commands."Deut. 8:2 
"I have tested you in the fire of suffering."Isa. 48:10a 
3.  GOD USES PROBLEMS TO CORRECT ME
"God corrects all of His children, and if He doesn't correct you, then you don't really belong to Him… God corrects us for our own good, because He wants us to be holy, as He is."Heb. 12:8-10 
"Consider yourself fortunate God all-powerful chooses to correct you."Job 5:17 
"God teaches people through suffering and uses distress to open their eyes."Job 36:15 
"...it was the best thing that could have happened to me, for it taught me to pay attention to Your laws."Ps. 119:71 
4.  GOD USES PROBLEMS TO PROTECT ME
"God will save you from hidden traps."Ps. 91:3a 
"God has led you away from danger, giving you freedom."Job 36:16 
"It is better to suffer for doing good than for doing wrong ..."1 Peter 3:17 
"You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good..."Gen. 50:20 
"Since the Lord is directing our steps, why try to understand everything that happens along the way?"Pr. 20:24 
5.  GOD USES PROBLEMS TO PERFECT ME
"After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who calls you to share His eternal glory in union with Christ, will Himself perfect you and give you firmness, strength, and a sure foundation."1 Peter 5:10 
"These hard times are small potatoes compared to the coming good times, the lavish celebration prepared for us."2 Cor. 4:17 
[bookmark: _GoBack]"We can rejoice when we run into problems and trials, for we know that they are good for us – they help us learn to be patient. And patience develops strength of character in us and helps us trust God more each time we use it..."Rom. 5:3-4 


