TODAY’S TOPICS FOR TEENS
Jenks Avenue Church of Christ 
This series of lessons uses John Crist videos to stimulate the conversation about topics that a related to our everyday life.  
Lesson outline
1. Greet students
2. Introduce topic so that they have a moment to absorb the concept. 
3. Have an opening prayer. Get prayer requests from students.
4. Show the video.
5. Follow the outline to ask probing questions.  Introduce scripture that supports the point. 
6. Allow the students to carry the conversation and use the Socratic method of asking questions based upon where the student leads you. Do not let them go too far off the topic or tell war stories. These lessons are not confessionals.  
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]These lessons usually have more material than you can cover in a daily lesson.  That is okay.  We suggest you write the questions on the dry erase board and attempt to guide the students through the whole lesson, but if you only get part way, the meat is in the first part.
Today’s Lesson: Christian Breakup Lines
1. What are some key principles for a Christian relationship? Frank Powell offers these ten principles: 
A) Stop Looking for the One! Love is not just an emotional thing. Love is a shared experience between two people and is built on a relationship with Jesus Christ first.
B) Date with a trajectory toward marriage.
C) Don’t date non-Christians.
D) Don’t flirt to convert. Don’t ever think you will get married and then change the person. Ha! Be understanding and always talk about sharing that either of you always gets their way all the time. Be considerate. 
E) Have a list of values and don’t compromise them. One value would be forgiveness.  List some others. 
F) Don’t “shotgun date”. This means you don’t date very guy or girl around and then narrow it down to who annoys you the least.  
G) Its ok to WANT to get married and its also ok to not WANT to get married. There is no law.
H) Have a community of Christians around you and listen to them.  Especially those who have long and loving marriages.
I) Pursue a pure mind. Be faithful to Christ and to your mate.  Remember, you don’t want to face your Father on judgement Day and confess your unfaithfulness toward Him. Why would you want to hurt your potential mate or eventual mate by being unfaithful?
J) Don’t date if you are dependent on someone for the things only God can provide. You cannot rely on each other for joy, peace or purpose.  Build a relationship strong in Christ first and then a marriage built on Christ first.  Then the marriage will last. 
2. Should we seek relationships outside the Church? 
3. What does scripture say about finding a mate?
A) Psalm 37:4 ESV Delight yourself in the LORD, and he will give you the desires of your heart.
B) Genesis 2:18 ESV Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make him a helper fit for him.”
C) Proverbs 18:22 ESV He who finds a wife finds a good thing and obtains favor from the LORD
D) Genesis 2:24 ESV Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.
E) Hebrews 13:4 ESV Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous
F) 1 Corinthians 7:2 ESV But because of the temptation to sexual immorality, each man should have his own wife and each woman her own husband.
G) 1 Corinthians 7:9 ESV But if they cannot exercise self-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion
H) Ephesians 5:25 ESV Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her,
I) 1 Peter 3:7 ESV Likewise, husbands, live with your wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your prayers may not be hindered.
J) 1 Peter 3:1-5 ESV Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, when they see your respectful and pure conduct. Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold jewelry, or the clothing you wear— but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious. For this is how the holy women who hoped in God used to adorn themselves, by submitting to their own husbands,
4. What does the Old Testament say about marriage vs what the New Testament says?
In simple terms; In the NT, marriage is a covenant relationship between two people and built upon Jesus Christ. In the OT, marriage considers the woman property and she is subject to divorce at the husbands will.  Polygamy was acceptable.  Men had many wives, if the could afford them. 
What Is Marriage? (Today)
Marriage is a covenant, a sacred bond between a man and a woman instituted by and publicly entered into before God and normally consummated by sexual intercourse. God's plan for the marriage covenant involves at least the following five vital principles:
(1) The permanence of marriage: Marriage is intended to be permanent, since it was established by God (Matthew 19:6; Mark 10:9). Marriage represents a serious commitment that should not be entered into lightly or unadvisedly. It involves a solemn promise or pledge, not merely to one's marriage partner, but before God. Divorce is not permitted except in a very limited number of biblically prescribed circumstances (see Divorce below).
(2) The sacredness of marriage: Marriage is not merely a human agreement between two consenting individuals (a "civil union"); it is a relationship before and under God (Genesis 2:22). Hence, a "same-sex marriage" is an oxymoron, a contradiction in terms. Since Scripture universally condemns homosexual relationships (see further under Homosexuality below) God will never sanction a marital bond between two members of the same sex.
(3) The intimacy of marriage: Marriage is the most intimate of all human relationships, uniting a man and a woman in a "one-flesh" union (Genesis 2:23 -25). Marriage involves "leaving" one's family of origin and "being united" to one's spouse, which signifies the establishment of a new family unit distinct from the two originating families. While "one flesh" suggests sexual intercourse and normally procreation, at its very heart the concept entails the establishment of a new kinship relationship between two previously unrelated individuals (and families) by the most intimate of human bonds.
(4) The mutuality of marriage: Marriage is a relationship of free self-giving of one human being to another (Ephesians 5:25-30). The marriage partners are to be first and foremost concerned about the wellbeing of the other person and to be committed to each other in steadfast love and devotion. This involves the need for forgiveness and restoration of the relationship in the case of sin. Mutuality, however, does not mean sameness in role. Scripture is clear that wives are to submit to their husbands and to serve as their "suitable helpers," while husbands are to bear the ultimate responsibility for the marriage before God (Ephesians 5:22-24; Colossians 3:18; see also Genesis 2:18, 20).
(5) The exclusiveness of marriage: Marriage is not only permanent, sacred, intimate, and mutual; it is also exclusive (Genesis 2:22-25; 1 Corinthians 7:2-5). This means that no other human relationship must interfere with the marriage commitment between husband and wife. For this reason, Jesus treated sexual immorality of a married person, including even a husband's lustful thoughts, with utmost seriousness (Matthew 5:28; 19:9). For the same reason, premarital sex is also illegitimate, since it violates the exclusive claims of one's future spouse. As the Song of Solomon makes clear, only in the secure context of an exclusive marital bond can free and complete giving of oneself in marriage take place.

5. If you develop a secular relationship, what are the chances you can truly bring that person to Christ? Are you just fooling yourself? AR you trying to fit God into your life for your desires or should you fit your life into God and allow Him to guide the process?
6. What about those who do not find a Christian mate? Single men? Single women? 
7. Dating apps?  
