TODAY’S TOPICS FOR TEENS
Jenks Avenue Church of Christ 
This series of lessons uses John Crist videos to stimulate the conversation about topics that a related to our everyday life.  
Lesson outline
1. Greet students
1. Introduce topic so that they have a moment to absorb the concept. 
1. Have an opening prayer. Get prayer requests from students.
1. Show the video.
1. Follow the outline to ask probing questions.  Introduce scripture that supports the point. 
1. Allow the students to carry the conversation and use the Socratic method of asking questions based upon where the student leads you. Do not let them go too far off the topic or tell war stories. These lessons are not confessionals.  
1. These lessons usually have more material than you can cover in a daily lesson.  That is okay.  We suggest you write the questions on the dry erase board and attempt to guide the students through the whole lesson, but if you only get part way, the meat is in the first part.
Today’s Topic: Trying to Find a Church on Vacation

A. Should we look for a Church while on vacation?
Hebrews 10:24 – 25 “An let us consider how ewe may spur one another on toward love and good deeds., not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another-and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”
Matthew 18:20 “For where two or three gather in my name, there I am with them.”
Colossians 3:16 “Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts.”
Ephesians 4:11-13 “So, Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”
Acts 2:42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”
Acts 9:31-32 “Then the church throughout Judea, Galilee and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace and was strengthened. Living in the fear of the lord and encouraged by the Holy Spirit, it increased in numbers. As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the Lord’s people who lived in Lydda.”
B. Have you made it a point to visit other churches while traveling or on vacation?
C. What have you learned from other churches that you have visited?
Church is the place where believers can love one another (1 John 4:12), encourage one another (Hebrews 3:13), “spur” one another to love and good works (Hebrews 10:24), serve one another (Galatians 5:13), instruct one another (Romans 15:14), honor one another (Romans 12:10), and be kind and compassionate to one another (Ephesians 4:32).
D. Is this a heart issue or a secular convenience issue?
We should want to attend church so we can fellowship with others who have also experienced the amazing grace of Jesus Christ. We should avoid missing church, whenever possible, because we recognize the importance of hearing God’s Word, applying it to our lives, and sharing it with others. We should attend church, not to collect spiritual bonus points, but because we love God, love His people, and love His Word. Every Christian should attempt to attend church regularly. At the same time, missing church for a good reason is in no sense a sin or something that should cause feelings of guilt.
E. Question: "Does a person have to attend church to go to heaven?"

Answer: Salvation is found in Christ. “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16). God gave His Son so that we may have eternal life, thus destroying our need to perform good works, including going to church, to go to heaven. Eternal life is attained by faith alone in Christ alone. “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5:12). Those who believe in Christ, who have accepted His sacrifice in payment of their sins, will spend eternity in heaven. Those who reject Him will not.

No amount of church attendance will earn eternity in heaven. No lack of church attendance will result in the loss of salvation. However, church attendance is important. The universal Church, made up of all who believe in Christ to the glory of God the Father, is Christ’s body (Colossians 1:18) as well as His Bride (Revelation 21:2). A church is a place of Christian fellowship. In addition, as members of the body of Christ, we possess certain gifts of the Spirit, and we are to exercise those gifts for the glory of God and the edification of the rest of the body. For a church body to function properly, all of its “body parts” need to be present (1 Corinthians 12:14-20).

Christians have been made “new creations” in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17) and have a desire to attend church because they recognize that doing so is crucial to their spiritual development and maturity. Reluctance toward church attendance may indicate a lack of spiritual growth or a disillusionment with “organized religion.” There are indeed false churches today, and there’s no perfect church, but there are local bodies of believers in most communities. The true, universal Church is modeled in congregations whose doctrines are Scripture-based, who honor Christ in all things, who worship God together, and who minister to each other. Although church attendance will not guarantee eternal life, finding a good local church is crucial for Christians.
F. What are some valid reasons to miss Church?
0. No congregation in the geographic area where you are located?
0. Illness that is real.
0. Not spreading illness to others.
0. Work schedules that you cannot control.
0. Other?

G. If you don’t attend church regularly, what is the problem?
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