TODAY’S TOPICS FOR TEENS
Jenks Avenue Church of Christ 
This series of lessons uses John Crist videos to stimulate the conversation about topics that a related to our everyday life.  
Lesson outline
1. Greet students
2. Introduce topic so that they have a moment to absorb the concept. 
3. Have an opening prayer. Get prayer requests from students.
4. Show the video.
5. Follow the outline to ask probing questions.  Introduce scripture that supports the point. 
6. Allow the students to carry the conversation and use the Socratic method of asking questions based upon where the student leads you. Do not let them go too far off the topic or tell war stories. These lessons are not confessionals.  
7. These lessons usually have more material than you can cover in a daily lesson.  That is okay.  We suggest you write the questions on the dry erase board and attempt to guide the students through the whole lesson, but if you only get part way, the meat is in the first part.
Today’s lesson; Church Hunters
A) What is a Church? 
It’s a gathering of citizens called out from their homes into some public place; an assembly; or an assembly of the people convened at the public place of council for the purpose of deliberating: Acts 19:39. 
Acts 19:39 New International Version (NIV) 39 If there is anything further you want to bring up, it must be settled in a legal assembly.

B) What is the Greek word for Church?
The Greek word, from which the word “Church” is translated “Ekklesia”, This word “Ekklesia” is found 118 times in the New Testament Scriptures, translated 85 times, in the singular, “Church”; 35 times, in the plural, “Churches”; and three times “Assembly”. The word “Assembly” is used in Acts 19:32, 39 and 41. The Greek word, “Ekklesia”, means “Called-out”, and suggests a called-out company, or a gathering, or an assembly. 

C) So, why do we associate the Church with a building? 

The New Testament speaks of a large church in Jerusalem meeting together in a public space (e.g., the outer court of the temple in Acts 2:46) and in smaller groups in houses (e.g., the house of Mary, mother of Mark, in Acts 12:12). This practice must have been carried on in many cities of the Roman empire. For the most part, the church was dependent on members or supporters (patrons) who owned larger houses, providing a place for meeting. In Rome, there are indications that early Christians met in other public spaces such as warehouses or apartment buildings. Even when there were several meeting sites in a city, the Christians had the sense of being one church. They maintained unity through organization (from the second century on, beginning at different times in different places, one bishop in a city became the center of unity for orthodox Christians there) and symbolic gestures (in Rome, the eucharistic bread was sent from the bishop's church to other assemblies).
Before Emperor Constantine recognized Christianity as a legal religion in 313, corporate ownership of property by the church could be legally ambiguous. It seems that the first property owned by the Roman church were the catacombs. These were not places of meeting, however, but burial sites.
Unless claims for recent discoveries of early Christian meeting places are confirmed, the earliest building certainly devoted to Christian use is at Dura Europos on the Euphrates River in eastern Roman Syria. It was a house that came into Christian possession and was remodeled in the 240s. Two rooms were combined to form the assembly room, and another room became a baptistery—the only room decorated with pictures. Dura was destroyed by the Sassanian Persians in 256, ...
D) Most Christians worship under churches with steeples. Why is that? (Parental discretion)
Steeples, the pointed roofs of churches, have been included in church buildings since the conversion of Constantine and his proclamation making Christianity the official religion of his Roman State. The origins of steeples, however, have been traced back to several different traditions.
Steeples on the churches, and obelisks (such as the one at the Vatican and our Washington Monument), all show the influence of our phallus-worshipping ancestors, including ancient Israelite and Canaanite tribes. These tribes had rituals including the baking of long loaves of bread for blessing, which were, in turn, placed under poles representing the fertility and power of the gods. Eventually, the tall poles were included in the earliest churches.
Church steeples can be traced back thousands of years to Egypt and pagan worship. Roman Emperor Constantine and his "Edict of Milan" in 313CE, made the Empire officially neutral with regard to religion. Eventually, Pagan and Christian symbols were eventually merged at the Council of Nicea in 325CE, and new doctrines and dogmas were set up by the Holy Roman Catholic (meaning universal) Church, and strictly enforced, under penalty of death.
The male phallus played a role in the cult of Osiris in the ancient Egyptian religion. It is widely understood that the obelisk is a phallic symbol honoring and celebrating regeneration of the sun god Ra (Egypt). The obelisk was the first point sun rays hit as it ascended, which the pagans believed symbolized re-birth between earth and heaven.
The Ancient Romans were strongly influenced by the obelisk. There are now more than twice as many obelisks standing in Rome as remain in Egypt. It takes little imagination to see the parallel between the obelisk and the common church steeple, which many historians have pointed out. Everywhere in the world where there exists a major power center, such as Rome, London, and Washington DC, you will find an obelisk.
The Roman Catholic Church adopted an Egyptian pagan obelisk and placed a cross on its peak, thus combining the two meanings. Emperor Caligula in 37 CE brought this particular obelisk from Egypt to Rome. It originally stood in his circus on a spot to the south of the basilica, close to the present Sacristy. Pope Sixtus V had Domenico Fontana move it in 1586 to the center of St. Peter’s Square.
The obelisk is also a sundial, its shadows marking noon over the signs of the zodiac in the white marble disks in the paving of the square. This gigantic monument sits in the center of St. Peter’s Square to this day and is a testimony to early Christianity’s pagan influence that we see in and on churches across every continent on earth.
E) What is the difference between secular and non-secular?
Secular means worldly, non-religious, or not spiritual.
Non-secular will then refers to being spritual or religious.
F) What is the difference between traditional and contemporary worship? 
While we hear a great deal of scuttlebutt about the conflicts of styles of worship in the 21st Century, through extensive study and research, some believe that there is no right or wrong style of worship as long as the One being worshipped is the One True God. Is it true that if "If your heart is in the right place, it doesn't really matter how you worship, only THAT you worship?" 
Is this correct? 
Traditionalists embrace longstanding rituals and hymns, the underlying universal element to traditionalists being comfort . . . both in the sense of comfort of the familiarity of the style of services and in the sense of following the paths of our forefathers. If you have been raised with the traditional church, significant deviation seems like sacrilege. On the flip side, non-traditionalists may find traditional services uninviting and confining in the sense that ritualistic worship may dampen the effect God by placing tradition above worship, and even The Bible has passages which can be interpreted as being against that fervent allegiance to tradition that can become obsessive to the point that the Spirit of God becomes secondary to tradition. 
So, do you believe that to be true?
Contemporary advocates point to a large segment of today's population as being resistant to embrace tradition, and, therefore, being left out of the church experience. Enthusiasm seems to be the common thread of non-traditionalists in expressing their preference for contemporary worship. Contemporary services also embrace modern technology and offer musical choices that may speak to a younger generation in ways that traditional hymns do not. In one research study, the statement emerged that while traditionalists may view contemporary services as too edgy, "the edge is a tenuous and unforgiving place, but it seems to be . . . where Jesus and His disciples lived." 
Opponents of contemporary worship point to "new ways" being disrespectful to the ways that have been handed down through generations, pointing to modern Christian music -- the cornerstone in the break with tradition -- as banal or lacking in depth. Critics of contemporary worship styles argue that such services are designed to be more entertaining than worshipful. We also explored the positives and negatives of blended worship services, those that take elements from both the contemporary and the traditional. It should also be pointed out that today's traditional services have evolved to the point that they have little resemblance to traditional services of centuries past, a "blend" of contemporary ideas adopted into the traditional structures leading to what we today all "traditional worship" but would more appropriately be called "contemporary traditional worship." Our group was fortunate to have a member whose church had been through troubling times in an attempt to add contemporary services to reach "the un-churched" who did not respond positively to attending traditional services. While this segment of the report was not consistent with our final conclusions, it offers a valuable insight to churches considering the expansion of their present services. 
Our conclusion was that even though there is a phenomenon dubbed "worship wars," the combatants in the wars are on the same side. The wars are not about our philosophical differences. We agree wholeheartedly that our services are for the purpose of worshiping the One True God. And if we need to offer multiple avenues to reach this end, let God's Word prevail, regardless of the vehicle we choose to become entrenched in His Word.
G) Why do we worship the way we do in the Churches of Christ?  What are some of the differences among the COC? What are some of the differences between the different protestant and Catholic faiths?
1. Services in Latin.
2. Communion. Weekly, monthly, quarterly? Wine or grape juice. To become a member or to commemorate the sacrifice of Christ?
3. Priests, preachers?
4. Is the priest or Christ the intercessor between God and man?
5. Unleavened bread or any type of bread?
6. A capella or guitar?
7. Choir or congregational singing?
8. Sunday morning, Sunday night, Wednesday night?
9. Home church or only the designated site?
10. Women lead prayer, communion, preach, teach or only men? 
H) Denominational vs. non-denominational
Non-denominational = There are at least three common uses of the term non-denominational within Christian circles: a church-related activity, such as a worship service, that is aimed to be acceptable to all denominations, similar to "inter-denominational"; an association of churches that does not hold to a particular historical creed; or, finally, and most commonly, a church without a denominational affiliation. 
Denominational = : a religious organization whose congregations are united in their adherence to its beliefs and practices.
I) What questions do you have about the function of the COC?
J) [bookmark: _GoBack]What can we do with respect to scripture to make our congregation more inviting? Notice: we have added coffee, banners, video screens, welcome tables, etc…
