TODAY’S TOPICS FOR TEENS
Jenks Avenue Church of Christ 
This series of lessons uses John Crist videos to stimulate the conversation about topics that a related to our everyday life.  
Lesson outline
1. Greet students
2. Introduce topic so that they have a moment to absorb the concept. 
3. Have an opening prayer. Get prayer requests from students.
4. Show the video.
5. Follow the outline to ask probing questions.  Introduce scripture that supports the point. 
6. Allow the students to carry the conversation and use the Socratic method of asking questions based upon where the student leads you. Do not let them go too far off the topic or tell war stories. These lessons are not confessionals.  
7. These lessons usually have more material than you can cover in a daily lesson.  That is okay.  We suggest you write the questions on the dry erase board and attempt to guide the students through the whole lesson, but if you only get part way, the meat is in the first part.
Today’s lesson; Play Guess Who
1. Describe the game. Select two teams. Each team then selects a person from the other team as their “Guess Who”. The next thing to do is to ask questions that will identify the secretly selected person.  Questions like: “Is the person male or female?” “Is the person tall or short?” Do two rounds.
2. The real story here is about God being the author of the truth by which we live. 
3. Start with the biblical definition of man/woman. Ask students to read the scripture listed. 
Man  
a) Hebrew. 'Adam, used as the proper name of the first man. The name is derived from a word meaning "to be red," and thus the first man was called Adam because he was formed from the red earth. It is also the generic name of the human race ( Genesis 1:26 Genesis 1:27 ; 5:2 ; 8:21 ; Deuteronomy 8:3 ). Its equivalents are the Latin homosapien and the Greek anthropos ( Matthew 5:13 Matthew 5:16 ). It denotes also man in opposition to woman ( Genesis 3:12 ; Matthew 19:10 ).
b) Man was created by the immediate hand of God, and is generically different from all other creatures ( Genesis 1:26 Genesis 1:27 ;2:7 ). His complex nature is composed of two elements, two distinct substances, viz., body and soul ( Genesis 2:7 ; Eccl 12:7 ; 2co 5:1-8 ).
c) The words translated "spirit" and "soul," in 1 Thessalonians 5:23 , Hebrews 4:12 , are habitually used interchangeably ( Matthew 10:28 ; 16:26 ; 1 Peter 1:22 ). 
d) Man was created in the likeness of God as to the perfection of his nature, in knowledge ( Colossians 3:10 ), righteousness, and holiness ( Ephesians 4:24 ), and as having dominion over all the inferior creatures ( Genesis 1:28 ). He had in his original state God's law written on his heart, and had power to obey it, and yet was capable of disobeying, being left to the freedom of his own will. He was created with holy dispositions, prompting him to holy actions; but he was fallible, and did fall from his integrity ( 3:1-6). 
Question: "What is biblical womanhood?"

Answer: Biblical womanhood is the distinguishing character of a woman as defined by the Bible. When God created two genders (Genesis 1:27; 5:2; Matthew 19:4), He also instituted different roles for each gender. He designed the bodies and brains of men and women to work differently and to fulfill complementary roles. A man does not need to act like a woman because he can never be a woman. He can never process information like a woman, because his brain, his DNA, and his entire being are male. The same is true for women trying to be men.

The quest for biblical womanhood begins in the same place that biblical manhood begins. Galatians 3:28 states that “there is neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” In Christ, we have equal value and equal responsibility to obey and serve the Lord. All scriptural commands about surrender (Romans 12:1–2), service (Romans 12:1), and dedication (1 Corinthians 7:33–35) apply equally to men and women.

So the Bible’s instruction for any woman who strives for biblical womanhood begins with her being born again (John 3:3). She must have become a “new creature” in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17) and take seriously Jesus’ words about the need to abide in Him (John 15:1–5). The Word of God must be her final authority in life because, if its authority is not clear to her, then she will become a judge of Scripture rather than letting Scripture judge her. This leads to compromise and eventual moral collapse (see Romans 1:22–25).

3. Can you choose your race, gender or name? 
In today’s world, and the word ‘WORLD’ is used in the non-God based sense, people want to be the God of their own mind. Some want God to fit into their world view and others don’t want God at all.  The problem is, God isn’t going away.  He was here in the beginning, (Read John 1:1) and He will be here in the end (Read Revelation 22:13)
Read the following article about Rachel Dolezal.  It reveals the stupidity and hypocrisy of what we call post-modernism. Learn this term. It is what the crazies are doing. 


Well, Rachel Dolezal is in the news again.
You might recall her story from a couple of years ago.  Dolezal was the civil rights activist and the former head of the NAACP in Spokane, WA.  But, there was one little problem.
She wasn’t black.
Although she presented herself as African American–a bit of a prerequisite for heading up a chapter of the NAACP–it turns out that she was not black after all.   Indeed she was a blonde, freckle-faced white girl born to two white parents.  She had merely changed her outward appearance.
Not surprisingly, objective facts regarding biology, genetics, and ethnicity were not a deterrent to Dolezal’s insistence that she was black.  “I identify as black,” she told Matt Lauer.  In other words, I get to decide what is true.  Reality is what I make it.
Of course, the idea that you can create your own reality is nothing new.  Dolezal is simply acting out the worldview she has learned from the Western culture within which she was raised.
No doubt she has heard, from her earliest days, that there is no objective truth.  She has probably been told (repeatedly) that there are no absolute realities “out there” beyond ourselves.  Over and over she has gotten the message that truth is simply a construct of the self.
In other words, the voices around her, for nearly 40 years, have given her one clear message: you determine your own reality.
So, who can blame her for just living consistently with what she was taught?
Well, it turns out, just about everyone. The very culture that taught her that truth is relative has now turned on her. What it gave to her with one hand, it has taken away with the other.
According to the story mentioned above, Dolezal has struggled to find a job since her true race was revealed (having been rejected over 100 times).  And to add insult to injury, she has now been publicly dis-invited from a book festival where she was going to present her new autobiography. All because of protests over her identifying as black.
So, what’s the lesson here?
At the most basic level, Dolezal’s story exposes the absurdity of postmodernity, and its accompanying commitment to relativism.  It shows–perhaps more clearly than any other recent example–that postmodernity simply doesn’t work. It shows that we can’t create our own realities after all.  We can’t make something true just because we want it to be.
Any person with common sense simply knows that saying you are black doesn’t make you black.
But, the Dolezal story has an even more profound lesson than this.  It not only shows that postmodernity is false, it shows that it is deeply and inherently hypocritical.
Postmoderns claim one thing, and yet do another.  They say there is no absolute truth, but, when push comes to shove, they concede there is absolute truth after all.  They pretend like reality is a construct of the self, but it turns out they don’t really live like that.
That’s why Bruce Jenner can be called a courageous hero, and, at the same time, Rachel Dolezal can be lambasted as a heretic.  Apparently you can determine your own gender but you cannot (for whatever reason) determine your own race.
Postmoderns are comfortable saying people get to determine their own truth–but only when it’s convenient.
All of this simply reveals what the cultural elites have always known (but won’t admit), namely that they are inevitably selective about the way they apply their relativism.
When it comes to who a person sleeps with, they are relativists.  When it comes to evidence in a criminal trial, they are not.  When it comes to sexual identity, they are relativists.  When it comes to global warming, they are not.  When it comes to gender identity, they are relativists. But, unfortunately for Dolezal, when it comes to race identity, they are not.
Or at least not yet.
[bookmark: _GoBack]And there is a reason for such (obvious) inconsistency.  No person could really live as if reality were entirely determined by ourselves.  Such individuals will always, and inevitably, keep bumping into the real world.
And the real world has an irritating habit of getting in the way.
This hypocrisy–which is inherent to postmodernity–tells us something very important.  It tells us that we humans make lousy gods. That’s what postmodernity is, after all.  It is the human attempt to be god.  It is the human attempt to control our own reality and determine our own truth.
But, in the end, we fail miserably. We just can’t pull it off.  Our hypocrisy shows that we are only fake gods. Bad fakes.
And, as fake gods, our own “creations” are fake too.  Bruce Jenner has tried to make himself a woman, but he is just a fake woman.  Rachel Dolezal has tried to make herself black. But she is a fake black.
Postmodernity, then, has led to a culture of fakeness.  That is the only kind of culture a fake god can create.  We stride around proclaiming ourselves to be the lord of our private universes. We put on a good show.  But, in the end, we are frauds.
We are like the man behind the curtain in The Wizard of Oz.  We project a facade of power and control–as if we were the creator.  But, in the end, we are just a weak and scared creature.
We have to recognize, therefore, that the postmodern project, at its core, did not start fifty years ago.  It started at the initial fall of Adam and Eve when they took of the fruit because they wanted to “be like God” (Gen 3:5).
The only solution is for humans to abandon the quest to be God; to abandon the quest to make our own reality.  The only things that aren’t fake are things that the true God has made. And God made some male and some female. And God made some black and some white.  “And God saw that it was good” (Gen 1:9).
Now, the same is true of gender.  No matter what you do, dress, surgery or simply to call yourself the other gender, your DNA doesn’t lie.  The whole idea of self-identification is simply calling oneself god. 
Questions? 
1. What does it say in John Chapter 1: 1 – 3? This is the affirmative that God is God and man is not God.  Just like a person’s brain being scrambled, their morals, ethics and values can be scrambled.  The only way to unscramble anyone is through the Word of God.  That is absolute truth. 
2. What is Absolute Truth? Answer: “That which is true for all people, for all times for all places. Absolute truth is objective, universal and constant. Today, our youth live in a world that has preached relativism.  Essentially, what is true for you is true for you and what is true for me is true for me.  Hogwash. There is a right and wrong. That right and wrong is based upon God’s Word. Today, people are trying to manipulate God’s Holy inspired Word to fit their designs.  In the end, we all face judgement. In a massive survey completed by Josh McDowell ministries the following was found. Only 15% of “Churched” youth disagree with this statement. “What is right for one person in a given situation might not be right for another person who encounters the same situation.” So, 85% reason that just because its wrong for you, doesn’t mean its wrong for me. What do you think? 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 New International Version (NIV)
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 17 so that the servant of God[a]may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

