TODAY’S TOPICS FOR TEENS
Jenks Avenue Church of Christ 
This series of lessons uses John Crist videos to stimulate the conversation about topics that a related to our everyday life.  
Lesson outline
1. Greet students
2. Introduce topic so that they have a moment to absorb the concept. 
3. Have an opening prayer. Get prayer requests from students.
4. Show the video.
5. Follow the outline to ask probing questions.  Introduce scripture that supports the point. 
6. Allow the students to carry the conversation and use the Socratic method of asking questions based upon where the student leads you. Do not let them go too far off the topic or tell war stories. These lessons are not confessionals.  
7. These lessons usually have more material than you can cover in a daily lesson.  That is okay.  We suggest you write the questions on the dry erase board and attempt to guide the students through the whole lesson, but if you only get part way, the meat is in the first part.
Today’s Topic: Marriage Proposal
A) How would you characterize this marriage proposal? Godly, non-God centered, self-important, one-sided?
Discover the best Bible verses about Selfishness in this collection of scripture quotes.

1 Corinthians 10:24
24 No one should seek their own good, but the good of others.

1 John 3:17
17 If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person?

2 Timothy 3:2
 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy,

Acts 20:24
24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of testifying to the good news of God’s grace.



Acts 20:35
35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’ ”
James 3:16
 16 For where you have envy and selfish ambition, there you find disorder and every evil practice.

Mark 12:31
31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’There is no commandment greater than these.”
Proverbs 11:25
25 A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed.
Proverbs 18:1
1 An unfriendly person pursues selfish ends and against all sound judgment starts quarrels.

Psalm 119:36
36 Turn my heart toward your statutes and not toward selfish gain.

Romans 2:8
8 But for those who are self-seeking and who reject the truth and follow evil, there will be wrath and anger.

Romans 12:10
 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.

Romans 15:2-3
2 Each of us should please our neighbors for their good, to build them up. 3 For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written: “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.”

Philippians 2:3-4
3 Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.

Philippians 2:19-21
19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you. 20 I have no one else like him, who will show genuine concern for your welfare. 21 For everyone looks out for their own interests, not those of Jesus Christ.

Matthew 6:19-21
19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

B) Would you think this girl is high or low-maintenance?
C) What is Love?
[bookmark: _GoBack]1 John 4:7-8 - Beloved, let us love one another: for love is of God; and every one that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God.   (Read More...)

1 Corinthians 13:1-13 - Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become [as] sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.   (Read More...)

Galatians 5:22-23 - But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith,   (Read More...)

1 John 4:16 - And we have known and believed the love that God hath to us. God is love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.

Matthew 7:1-7 - Judge not, that ye be not judged.   (Read More...)

Romans 13:9-10 - For this, Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and if [there be] any other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.   (Read More...)

Romans 12:10 - [Be] kindly affectioned one to another with brotherly love; in honor preferring one another;

John 3:16 - For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.

1 John 3:1 - Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.

John 13:34-35 - A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.   (Read More...)

John 14:15 - If ye love me, keep my commandments.

Romans 5:8 - But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

1 John 5:3 - For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous.

Matthew 10:37 - He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.

Matthew 5:43-47 - Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor, and hate thine enemy.  (Read More...)

Matthew 7:1-2 - Judge not, that ye be not judged.   (Read More...)

Galatians 3:28 - There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

Galatians 5:14 - For all the law is fulfilled in one word, [even] in this; Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.

John 15:13 - Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.

Matthew 6:24 - No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon.

Mark 12:28-31 - And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all?   (Read More...)

Romans 3:24 - Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

1 John 3:16 - Hereby perceive we the love [of God], because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down [our] lives for the brethren.

Galatians 6:2 - Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.

1 John 4:10 - Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son [to be] the propitiation for our sins.
D) What does the bible say about marriage?
Jesus had the reputation of being a wise teacher, so people asked Him questions all the time, including ones about marriage. When asked about divorce and remarriage, for example, He pointed back to the foundation of marriage. Jesus quotes the book of Genesis and describes God's design for human sexuality at creation.
Here's what Jesus said, and below we'll draw out some of the important points He is making about marriage and sexuality:  
He answered, "Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them male and female, and said, 'Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh'? So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate." Matthew 19:4-6 (ESV) 
1. Male and Female
Jesus first reminded His followers that in the beginning, God made humanity in His own image, male and female. Men and women are different, yet complementary; specifically designed by God to complete each other. Both are intrinsically valuable. The male body and the female body show us we are physically complementary, but being a man or a woman isn’t only about biology; a husband and wife fit together body, soul and spirit.  

2. Permanent Union
Jesus also pointed His followers to God's plan for marriage. Marriage uniquely brings together a man and a woman so the two may become one. God established marriage to be a life-long, faithful relationship between a husband and a wife — full of joy, love and intimacy. Marriage is a relationship where two people, joined to each other and to God: listen and talk to each other; pray and worship together; share work and ministry in the world; and create and raise a family together. 
3. Sexual Intimacy
Sex is a good thing, as it was created by God. Sexual desire moves us toward intimacy with another, and marriage is the one place God established for sexual love to occur. Such intimacy is powerful, uniting two people physically, emotionally and spiritually. God's desire was for a married couple to enjoy each other without fear, hiding or shame.  
4. New Life
The marriage relationship was also intended to be fruitful. After all, one of the more obvious results of a sexual relationship is children. A husband and wife typically bring new life into the world. As Jewish people who understood Scripture, Jesus’ listeners would have heard the first part of his statement was from Genesis 1, “He who created them from the beginning made them male and female.” They would have known the context and would have naturally gone on to think about the following verses, “And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it.…”
5. The Jews believed that God designed marriage to join a husband and wife both to each other – and to be mother and father to any children their union creates. They knew that “children are a heritage from the Lord,” (Psalm 127:3) and that mom and dad are the two best people to provide for and educate their own children. Because marriage creates, nurtures and equips the next generation, it rests at the foundation of society — before government, religion, schools or other man-made institutions.  

6. Reflecting His Image
Being created in God's image means men and women reflect different aspects of God's character: Justice and Mercy; Strength and Beauty; Initiation and Response. These complementary masculine and feminine qualities show us something about who God is. 
7. A Spiritual Picture
While every person reflects aspects of the image of God, a husband and wife union is the most important picture in the Bible of how intimate our relationship with God can be. God is portrayed as the "husband" who loves us, and we are like the "wife," who responds back to Him. In the New Testament, Christ is pictured as the groom; the Church is His bride. Marriage shows us how deep and intimate our relationship with God can be!

