TODAY’S TOPICS FOR TEENS
Jenks Avenue Church of Christ 
This series of lessons uses John Crist videos to stimulate the conversation about topics that a related to our everyday life.  
Lesson outline
1. Greet students
2. Introduce topic so that they have a moment to absorb the concept. 
3. Have an opening prayer. Get prayer requests from students.
4. Show the video.
5. Follow the outline to ask probing questions.  Introduce scripture that supports the point. 
6. Allow the students to carry the conversation and use the Socratic method of asking questions based upon where the student leads you. Do not let them go too far off the topic or tell war stories. These lessons are not confessionals.  
7. These lessons usually have more material than you can cover in a daily lesson.  That is okay.  We suggest you write the questions on the dry erase board and attempt to guide the students through the whole lesson, but if you only get part way, the meat is in the first part.
Today’s Topic: Millennial International
1. What is Secular Humanism?  Wow! Big words.  But, they have meaning. You want to avoid this.  It is a disease. The teacher needs to break this definition form the Free Inquiry publication so that those students in grades 6 – 12 get the gist. Look at the underlined words or phrases. 
A comprehensive, nonreligious lifestance
Secular humanism is comprehensive, touching every aspect of life including issues of values, meaning, and identity. Thus, it is broader than atheism, which concerns only the nonexistence of god or the supernatural. Important as that may be, there’s a lot more to life … and secular humanism addresses it.
Secular humanism is nonreligious, espousing no belief in a realm or beings imagined to transcend ordinary experience.
Secular humanism is a lifestance, or what Council for Secular Humanism founder Paul Kurtz has termed a eupraxsophy: a body of principles suitable for orienting a complete human life. As a secular lifestance, secular humanism incorporates the Enlightenment principle of individualism, which celebrates emancipating the individual from traditional controls by family, church, and state, increasingly empowering each of us to set the terms of his or her own life.

A naturalistic philosophy

Secular humanism is philosophically naturalistic. It holds that nature (the world of everyday physical experience) is all there is, and that reliable knowledge is best obtained when we query nature using the scientific method. Naturalism asserts that supernatural entities like God do not exist, and warns us that knowledge gained without appeal to the natural world and without impartial review by multiple observers is unreliable.
Secular. “Pertaining to the world or things not spiritual or sacred.”
Humanism. “Any system of thought or action concerned with the interests or ideals of people … the intellectual and cultural movement … characterized by an emphasis on human interests rather than … religion.”
— Webster’s Dictionary
A cosmic outlook rooted in science

Secular humanism provides a cosmic outlook—a world-view in the broadest sense, grounding our lives in the context of our universe and relying on methods demonstrated by science. Secular humanists see themselves as undesigned, unintended beings who arose through evolution, possessing unique attributes of self-awareness and moral agency.

A consequentialist ethical system

Secular humanists hold that ethics is consequential, to be judged by results. This is in contrast to so-called command ethics, in which right and wrong are defined in advance and attributed to divine authority. “No god will save us,” declared Humanist Manifesto II (1973), “we must save ourselves.” Secular humanists seek to develop and improve their ethical principles by examining the results they yield in the lives of real men and women.
In essence, a secular humanist thinks and believes that they are god. 
2. What is a millennial?
The Silent Generation: Born 1928-1945 (73-90 years old)
Baby Boomers: Born 1946-1964 (54-72 years old)
Generation X: Born 1965-1980 (38-53 years old)
Millennials: Born 1981-1996 (22-37 years old)
Post-Millennials: Born 1997-Present (0-21 years old)
Millennial is an identity given to a broadly and vaguely defined group of people. There are two wings of "Millennial" that are often at odds with each other: Generation Y (people born between 1981-1991) and Generation Z (born between 1991-2001). People of Generation Y often have characteristics similar to Generation X, which is why Generation Z will confuse Generation Y with Generation X and then claim to be the generation that represents "MIllennial," when in fact, birth years for Millennial range from about 1981-2001, just as the birth-years for Baby Boomers ranged from 1946-1964.
Both Generation Y and Generation Z can be called "Millennials," with the primary difference between the two being technology. Generation Y grew-up on personal computers, cell phones, and video game systems, while Generation Z has grown up on tablets, smartphones, and apps. Yet, the common ground between both generations is that both have been transforming and altering communication and identity--not just in the United States but globally.
The 2006 book Generation Me, considers millennials, along with younger members of Generation X, to be part of what she calls "Generation Me".[68]Twenge attributes millennials with the traits of confidence and tolerance, but also describes a sense of entitlement and narcissism, They are the center of their universe. 
75% are concerned with wealth as compared to Baby Boomers at 39%. In contrast 35% of millennials are into politics compared to 50% for Baby Boomers. 
Instead of being Christ-centered, they either don’t think about fitting Christ into their lives or they have a self-centered life and Christ is in it only at their convenience.  
3. What is the work-ethic?
Answer: Colossians 3:23-25 says, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” 
The New Testament contains another important principle regarding work: “If a man will not work, he shall not eat” (2 Thessalonians 3:10); that is, the refusal of an able-bodied man to work should have the consequence that he lacks food. Paul also says that an “idle” man who refuses to work should not be part of the church (verse 6). Paul and his companions set a good example of hard work: “We were not idle when we were with you, nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any of you” (verses 7-8).
4. What is personal accountability?
Knowing we are in a battle against the forces of darkness, we should want as much help as we can gather around us, and this may include making ourselves accountable to another believer who can encourage us in the fight. Paul tells us that we must be equipped with all the power that God supplies to fight this battle: “Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground, and after you have done everything, to stand” (Ephesians 6:13). We know without a doubt that temptation will come. We should be prepared.
The writer of Hebrews summed it up when he said, “Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:24–25).


5. What is “Tough Love?”
Luke 6:27-49 ESV / 11 “But I say to you who hear, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. To one who strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from one who takes away your cloak do not withhold your tunic either. Give to everyone who begs from you, and from one who takes away your goods do not demand them back. And as you wish that others would do to you, do so to them. ...
Proverbs 13:24 Whoever spares the rod hates his son, but he who loves him is diligent to discipline him
6. Should all kids get a participation trophy or are there winners and losers?
7. [bookmark: _GoBack]Should anyone take your hard-earned money and redistribute it to others who have less or choose not to work or work hard?
