TODAY’S TOPICS FOR TEENS
Jenks Avenue Church of Christ 
This series of lessons uses John Crist videos to stimulate the conversation about topics that a related to our everyday life.  
Lesson outline
1. Greet students
2. Introduce topic so that they have a moment to absorb the concept. 
3. Have an opening prayer. Get prayer requests from students.
4. Show the video.
5. Follow the outline to ask probing questions.  Introduce scripture that supports the point. 
6. Allow the students to carry the conversation and use the Socratic method of asking questions based upon where the student leads you. Do not let them go too far off the topic or tell war stories. These lessons are not confessionals.  
7. These lessons usually have more material than you can cover in a daily lesson.  That is okay.  We suggest you write the questions on the dry erase board and attempt to guide the students through the whole lesson, but if you only get part way, the meat is in the first part.
Today’s Lesson: Church Parking Lot…
…Ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss….
— James 4:2,3
Question? 
1. Have you ever prayed and not received an answer? Maybe, you did not receive the answer right then and there or not the answer you were expecting. God’s response is according to His will and in His time. 
We’ve all encountered moments in our spiritual lives when we prayed with no apparent results.  It seems that the people to whom James was writing his epistle were having the same experience. Just as you have probably asked yourself at one time or another, it appears that these believers were also asking, “Why aren’t our prayers being answered?” We can surmise that they were asking this question because James provided an answer in James 4:3: “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss….”
The Greek word for “amiss” is kakos, which describes something that is bad or wrong. As James uses it in this verse, it depicts a person who is asking wrongly, badly, or inappropriately. You could say that this person is simply not hitting the mark in his request. Although he prays with the greatest fervor, he is not hitting the target with what he is asking. This person is apparently asking God to do something that is not in agreement with His Word. Therefore, regardless of how long or how passionately the person asks, God may not answer his request with a positive answer because it may not be in agreement with the Word.
Or perhaps this person is asking for the right thing, but because he is so fretful and filled with fear and anxiety, he doesn’t ask in faith. Rather than praying from a position of faith, he cries out to the Lord in fear and anxiety. But fear doesn’t move God — faith does. Hence, although this person may be asking for the right thing, he could be asking from a wrong spirit. Thus, he is asking badly or inappropriately.
Does this mean what we ask and how we ask are both of vital importance if we are going to get our prayers answered!
John 15: 7 “If you remain in Me and My words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given to you.”
Question? 
1. So, does God only answer prayers offered by those who ask in the spirit and faith?
2. Does God only answer prayers for those who have a personal relationship with Him?
3. Does God hear the prayers of those engaged in sin or those seeking Him?
Answer: The answer to why God may not be listening is because the people were engaged in sins. It is the same warning James gave:
"You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God" (James 4:2-4).
Cornelius' case is different. While he sinned like all men, he is not described as a sinner. "There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of what was called the Italian Regiment, a devout man and one who feared God with all his household, who gave alms generously to the people, and prayed to God always" (Acts 10:1-2). Though he still needed to be saved from his sins, it was because of his devotion that God heard his prayers. The angel told Cornelius, "Your prayers and your alms have come up for a memorial before God" (Acts 10:4). Those prayers did not save Cornelius. They did not change the fact that Cornelius needed saving from his sins, but because Cornelius want to do what was right and tried, God helped him find the way to salvation. Cornelius did as James would later advise:
"Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up" (James 4:7-10)
The words of a young man…”Especially when I was younger in the Lord, I made the mistake of asking things wrongly when I prayed. Perhaps my intentions were right, but my prayers were not in agreement with the truths revealed in the Bible. There were other moments when I finally got my prayers in agreement with the Word of God, but I was so motivated by anxiety and fear that I couldn’t ask in faith. Consumed with worry, I pounded the floor as I prayed, yelling and screaming out for God to move on my behalf. But because I was so filled with fear regarding the situation I was praying about, all my pounding, yelling, and screaming didn’t do a bit of good. I was praying from a wrong spirit — out of fear rather than out of faith — so all of that effort resulted only in a sore throat!”
Have you ever had the experience of asking the right thing in the wrong way? Praying scripturally and in faith is essential if you want your requests to be answered positively.
First John 5:14 says, “And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us.” The word “confidence” is the Greek word parresia. It describes confidence, boldness, or assurance. It pictures a person so confident that when he speaks, he has no doubt about what he is saying. He knows what he is saying is correct or appropriate; therefore, he becomes very bold. In the context of prayer, this word presents the picture of a believer who is so confident he is right in what he is asking that he asks unashamedly and confidently.
Think of the Persistent Widow. 
What can give you this kind of confidence? The verse goes on to tell you: “…If we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us.” So, when you 1) know God’s will and 2) ask Him to do something that is in agreement with His will, you can be 100-percent sure that God will hear you and that your request will be answered!
This means you have solid ground on which to stand as you pray in agreement with the revealed will of God, the Bible. Since your request is in agreement with what God has already revealed in His Word, you know you can be bold when you make your request! And there is no need for you to pray out of fear and anxiety either. Just quiet down, and let the Word of God fill you with peace; then ask in faith.
First John 5:14 guarantees that if you ask anything that is in agreement with His will, God will hear you. In fact, verse 15 goes on to promise you, “And if we know that he hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him.”
Knowing what to pray and how to pray is vitally important. So always keep this in mind as you get ready to make your requests known to God: God listens for His Word, and He responds to faith. When He hears His Word prayed from a heart of faith, He is compelled to act.
Read Psalm 22.  Christ offered the same plea on the cross. Ask in faith, but realize that God will answer according to His will. Habakkuk learned his lesson, as evidenced in chapter 3: 18 – 19.  He is to trust in God’s providence regardless of circumstances. He ends up declaring that even if God should send suffering and loss, he would still rejoice in God his Savior. 
The success of your prayer life is up to you, friend, so don’t ask “amiss” when you pray. Make sure you are asking correctly and in an appropriate spirit of faith. As you learn to pray in line with God’s Word from a heart filled with faith, the answers you seek will manifest in your life more quickly and more fully than ever before! 

Patience!
1. Do you allow time to dictate how you respond to situations? If I get the answer, I desire in the time I have mentally allotted, then I am fine, but if not in my time frame, then I get upset. 
2. What does God say about patience?
Romans 12:12 Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.
Romans 8:25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.

Ecclesiastes 7:9 Be not quick in your spirit to become angry, for anger lodges in the bosom of fools.
Proverbs 15:18 A hot-tempered man stirs up strife, but he who is slow to anger quiets contention.
Questions?
1. How do we develop patience?
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]How do we develop patience in the Lord and how do we show it?





