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                Be Thankful in All Things 
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When I was a kid, my parents were diligent to be sure that any 

time I was the recipient of a gift, I sent a thank you note. In my 

mind, thank you note writing was as big a part of my birthday as 

the cake. 

As a kid, it was a pretty robotic process:  Dear (name of the gift 

giver), Thank you for the (Name of the gift). It is very (describe 

some aspect of the gift). I’ll really enjoy (what I will do with that 

gift). I love you*.   

*(Only if it’s your grandma) 

This is a good formula when you’re eight or if the gift was a 

Transformer. It gets tricky when the gift is an itchy sweater.  

I spent some time this week reflecting on my thanksgivings, as I 

suspect most of you did. I named some generic thanksgivings 

that, while not universal, are broad enough to touch many people. 

Then I reflected on more and more specific things, but the pattern 

is largely the same. Get things, give thanks. 

 

Let me give you some food for thought. I realized this week that 

the Bible doesn’t hold rigidly to the “get things, give thanks” pat-

tern. There are many examples of giving thanks to God because 

of who He is and not just because of what He’s done. One good 

example is Psalm 107:1, “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is 

good, for his steadfast love endures forever!” There are many 

other examples where man is giving thanks to God because of 

who He is, and not because of what He gives. God is good to 

give us everything we have and need, but God would still be  

worthy of our thanks, even if we weren’t the recipient of many 

great gifts. 
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